By MORRIS JASTROW, Jr.
Awthor of “Ziontsm and the Futwre of
Palestine.”

FONISM is a topie of present day in-
terest. The movement is of inter-

est to Jews and Christians alike; and Mr.
Bokolow’s work, of which the first volume
has been issued, is therefore a timely one.
Those, however, who take up this portly
volume of over 300. pages i the hope of
getting a “History of Zioniem” will be
disappointed, whereas those who wish to
read a fairly well written propagandist
work, setting forth the elaims and aspira-
tions of the particular brand of Zionism
to which the anthor is attached, will have
their expeetations fully realized.

Mr. Sokolow hay written a big book,
but not a guod one. e has with great
industry compiled a vast mass of fsets,
most of which do not bear on Zionism
proper, but which are brooght forward
to create the impression that modern
Zionisan is the culmination of a movement
extending over eenturies. The book fairly
teems with this spint. Tt is full of propa-
ganda pleas and propaganda arguments
and propagands interpretations of events
that in reality have nothing to do with
Zaomism.

The propaganda begins with the inser-
tion of an introduction by the Right Hon.
A. J. Balfour, evidenthy requested by
the suthor with a view of securing wider
altention to his work, but in wkich Mr.
Balfour is curiously non-commitial on the
eruc.al point, whether he favors the reor-
ganization of Palestine as a Jewish state.
Even more non-committal is a letter from
Lord Bryce to the author, in which be
eontents himsell with some general obser-
vations on the mteresting history of the
Jews and on the possibilities of Zionism.
The one important ststement m Lord
Bryee's letier s the expression *of his
opinion that attachment to the Zionistic
eavse will not affect the lovalty of Jews
to the countries in which they dwell. Yet
such is the zeal of Ziomsts “encompassing
land and sea” for converts that on the
besis of non-committal sta‘ements which
bappen to be embedded in a work on
Zionism, Lord Bryee and Mr. Balfour will
probably be elaimed as Zionists

II.

The author himself eontributes a lengthy
introduction in which he sets forth his
views on Zionism, and It may be said with
due recognition of his earnestoess and
-enthusinsm that the fifty-three chapters
into whieh he divides his first volume are
merely 8 commentary to_the intmduction
with illustrations of his theme drawn from
events in the history of (e Jews during
the past three centuri~. It may be that
in the second volur - I will got down te
& “History of Ziow.-mn,” but certainly in
the first one there s little to sugrest a
historieal trestment of his theme—hurdly
even a4 logieal treatment. He might at
least have arranged his loesely connected
chapters in o chromologieal order mstend
of moving forward and backward like a
weaver's shuttle.

Everything that comes to Mr. Sokolow's
mill is grist for him to be eround up into
Zionistic propaganda. Beeause a distin-
guished Amsterdan Rabbi. Manasseh ben
Israel, tl ough whoee efforts the Jews
were 1 dmitfed inte England under
Cromwell s regime, bilieved as avery one
did in the seventeenth century in the
orthudox doctrine of the restoration of the
Jews to Pulestine, several chapters are de-
voted to an analysis of Manasseh's writ-
ings to prove what nobody demies,

But what has, the restoration of the
Jews to England to do with the modern
Zionistir movement? Still less obvious is
the connection between Zionism and the
infinenee exerted by the Rikle upon Eng-
hish litersture (which surely did not re-
quire demonstration) and Ziomism. Yet
the first two chapters are devoted to this
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theme. Becanse Lord Byron wrote some
beautiful poems based on Biblical themes
and models, a chapter is devoted to him,
apparently with the intent to sugeest that
he too was a Zionist. Becanse Lord Bea-
consfield in bis novels tonches upon Jew-
sh themes and the aspirations of Jewish
dreamers, he becomes a link in the chain
which the author forges to show that mod-
ern Zionism represents the terminus of a
process extending over ecenturies.

Six ehapters are devoled to Napoleon's
relutions to Palestine and the Jews, but
except for the fuct—which is not new—
that Napoleon was actuated by the current
belief in a restoration of the Jewish na-
tion in his Palestinian campaign. there is
not the slightest bearing of these chapters
on modern Zionism, which is the only as-
pect of the theme of interest to the
world. Agsin, three chapters are devoled
to the late Baron de Hirsch and his munifi-
eent philanthropic efforts to rescue Rus-
sian Jews from the thraldom undar which
they were living by establishing Jewish
colomies in Argentina, but surely all this
has nothing to do with Zignism, particu-
larly as the aathor is forced to admit
(page 252) that the Baron was mot a
Ziomist.

The propaganda is carrwd out in most
subtle fashion. The suthor has filled his
work with some seventy portraits of dis-
tinguished men from the seventeenth cen-
tury to our own days—Hugo Grotius,
Joseph Priestley, President John Adams,
Beacousfield, Joseph Salvador, Lord
Kitchener, Edward Robinson, - Baron de
Hirsch, Sir Moses Montefiore—{o mention
only a few in this promiseuous group;
and naturally, finding these in a “History
of Zionism” one coneludes that these men
were Zionists or had something to do
with Zionism, but Robmnson and Kiteh-
ener are merely introdneed because they
condaeeted archmological work in Pales-
tine, and Hugo Grotius becanse he was the
friend of a scholar who wrote a book®n
the “Restoration of the Jews" to Pales-
tine. The chapter on Sir Moscs Monte-
fiore, who devoted his life to philanthrupic
undertakings, would be in place in a his-
tory of the Jews or in a history of Pul-
estine, but the mere fact that as an ortho-
dox Jew he naturally believed in the
restoration dogma does not warrant Mr.
Sokelow in including s sketeh of Monie-
fiore's life and deeds in a history of Zion-
ism,

In view of the faet that really orthodox
Jews are not, with the exeeption of a small
minority, at present affiliated with mod-
ern Zionism, which is distinetly politieal
rather than religious, it is quite possible
that Sir Moses if he were living might
have joined the “League of British Jows,"
organized since the outhreak of the war
to protest against the politieal aim of the
Zionists to convert Palestine into a Jewish
state. Montcfiore believed in a religious
und mot in a politieal restoration.

ITIL

Mr. Sokolow is either so subtle as fo
di feat the very end he has in view or he
is laboring under a strange delusion that
every uiteranee of an English, French
or Amencan writer—lilleratenr. eclergy-
man or slatesman, bearing on the Jews,
or on the Bible or on the Hebrew lun-
guage, forms part and parcel of a his-
tory of Zionism, He ecarefully excludes
German testimony of this character or he
might have swelled his book to a thousand
pages. Of the fifty-three chaplers in the
book there are abont twelve that belong to
s “History of Zionism.” The balance,
forming three-fourths of the volume, have
either the loosest kind of eomnection with
the theme or none at all. It would have
been in order if Mr. Sokolow had summar-
ized in one or two chapters earlisr move-
ments _that might be regarded as fore-
runners of modern Zionism, but to devote
chapter after chapter to such hemes as
“England and the Bible,” “The Hebrew
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The fact is, us clearly set forth in an
earlier work on “Zionisin,” by Prof. Rich-
erd QCottheil of Columbia University
(1914), which is a genuine history of the
movement, that an entmely new turn to
Zionistic aspirations in the past was given
by the appearance in 1896 of a mono-
graph of the late Dr. Theodor Herzl under
the title of The Jewish State. In that
monograph Dr. Herzl proposed us the so-

“lution of what he ealled “The Jewish Prob-

lem™ the reorganization of the Jews as a
national and political untt with a visible
political eentre. Through the influence of
Dr. Herzl, a man of magnetic gualities
and of extraordinary energy, a Jewish
congress was convened in Basel in 1897,
and, Palestine having been selected as the
visible paolitical eentre, the modern Zion-
istie movement which 15 distinetly polit-

“eal in character was launched.

Politieal Zionism, of which Dr. Herxl
thus became the founder, urose as a re-
action against anti-semitism, which was
rampant in various parts of Europe—
chiefly in Germany, Austria and Hussia—
during the closing decades of the last cen-
tury. Dr. Herzl interpreted the wide-
spread prejudice aguinst the Jews as due
to the cirenmstance that they represent a
separale nalionality and that as such they
form a forvign element in the eountries
in which they had settled. s eonclusion,
therefore, was that the Jews shonld recog-
nize this fact and seck to become a
genuine nationulity by reerganizing them-
selves as a nation. While he reslized that
only a small proportion of Jews could
ever become in the full sense part and
parcel of such a nationality settled in
some eentre, yet the existence of a “Jew.
ish State” would serve to keep alive the
feeling of a nationalistie solidarity among
Jews and that such a state eould also ex-
ercise pressure through diplomstie chan-
nels to protect Jews in Rnssia, Poland and
Rumania and elsewhere against acts of re-
pression and cruel persecution

IV.

The plan aroused widespread interest
and the Zionistic movement grew by leaps
and bounds during ‘the two decades fol-
lowing npon the Basel eongress, It ap-
pealed to the romantic sentiment with
which Palestine was invested for both
Jews and Chrstians, It at first stirred
the orthodox Jews to a feeling that the
religions hopes to which they had clung
for 2,000 vears for a restoration of ancient
Tsraecl, with its priesthood and lemple rit-
ual incloding animal saerifiees, were about
to be realized, but when it became evident
that Herzl's “Jewish State” had little in
eommon with the purely religious doctrine
of orthodox Judaism, the orthoiox ele-
ment to o lurre extent withdrew. Those
in eontrol of poiitical Zionism are not
orthodox or even believing Jews,

The leader himself, Dr. Herzl, had
thrown off all allegiance to the rites and
ceremonies of the ancestral fa'th. Dr.
Max Nordan, the distinguished litterateur
and one of the leaders by the side of Dr.
Herzl, 18 an agnostic (or is at least re-
garded as such) and the bulk of the fol-
lowers were not religious Jews but claimed
Lo be stirred by the nationalistic appeal
of the movement. Many hoasted that they
had no particular sympathy with the Jew-
ish religion. The leaders of the move-
ment in this eountry are not what is or-
dinarily called observant Jews; and even
those who are yet look upon political
Zionism au= a nationalistie rather than as
a religions movement. The pesition tuken
by Dr. Herzl has been modified somewhat
by the uufolding of the movement, but
essentially the platformn of modern Zion-
esm remains as first formulated, having as
its ultimate aim the establishment in "il-
estine of a political eentre which shall be

the restored national homeland of the
Jewa,
How in the face of this Mr. Sokolow

ean say in his introdaction (p. xxv.) that
it is “fallacions” to assume that Zionism
aims at the ercation of an independent
Jewish State and that the “Jewish State
was never a purt of the Zionist pro-
gramme™ it is hard to understand. Why
then all this agitation of the Zionists for
the past years to obtain politieal eontrol
of Palestine? Why the shout of trinmph
(when Mr. Balfour issued his declaration
in November, 1017, that the British Gow-
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Prof. Jastrow Criticises a “Hlstory of Zionism”

ernment “views withé favor the ereation of
a national homelnnd for the Jewish people
in Palestine™) that the aim of Zionism had
been aceomplished 7

It is characteristic of the political Zion-
islg whom Mr. Sokolow represents to in-
dulge in verbal quibbles. Beeanse it has
been shown that the ereation of a “Jewish
State” in Palestine would be an anachro-
nistn and besides in contradiction to the
democratic basis of modern Btates which
rejects any connection between Church
and Btate—necessarily involved in a
#Jewish Shh”-—-ﬁnauh are now ineclined
to drop the term, while Tetaining the es-
sence. But no matter what one may ecall
it, political Zionism sims at the ereation -
of a State that is to be distinetly Jewish.
Otherwise political Zionism has no raison
d'étre. The movement stands or falls with
this aim; and if the aim be abandoned
then the eolonization of Jews in Palestine
becomes & mere economie measure and is
no longer a nationalistie measure.

: V. T

Mr. Sokolow ecarefully conesals from
the reader that political Zionism bas en-
countered most serious opposition both
from Jews and non-Jews. In England,
in Franee and in this eountry many voices
have been raised in protest; and organiza-
tions formed, against the altempl to or-
ganize the Jews as a political unit, aye,
in protest against the basis on which po-
litical Zionism rests, that the Jews repre-
sent a separate nationality. This is denied
in no unecertain terms. The faetor uniting
Jews, as has been pointed out by non-
Zionists and anti-Zionists, is a common re-
ligion and the possession of eommon lra-
ditions, born of eommon experiences, with
the faetor of tradition surviving after the
religions bond is no longer felt. Polilieal
Zionism has been eondemned as a mis-
reading of the trend of the history of the
Jews. The dangers and fallacies inherent
in the attempt of political Zionism to
unite Jews on the basis of a common na-
tionality have been pointed out with the
result that & strong eurrent against the
aims of pelitical Zionism has set in which
showed itself when the Zionists appeared
before the Peace Conference in Mareh of
this year with their plea to- reorganize
Palestine as the national homeland of the
Jews—if not now, ut all events in the
foture,

It isin order to counteraet this strong
opposition that Mr. Sokolow has written
his propagandist work, under the title of
History of Ziomism, which was to be im-
pressive by its very bulk. In order to dis-
arm eritieism, he indulges in sneh verbal
eamouflage as his extraordinary statement
that politieal Ziomism does not aim at the
ereation of a Jewish State. His big book
is intended also to eonceal the significant
faet that of Jews settled in Western Eu-
rope and in the United States, where Jews
enjoy the same political privileges and
duties as their fellow ecitizens and where
they have hecome thoronghly assimilated
to the eonditions ahont them, not fire per
eent. want Palestine to be organized as a
Jewish State. They do not believe in a
“national homeland” for the Jews; they
decline to become hyphenates, eitizens of
one land with afiliations toward another.

Many realize also the serions danger to
the position of the Jews seattered through-
onut the world involved in this anachronis-
tie endeavor to reunile them us a separate
nationality, and have raised their voices in
warning against the endeavor. 1t is resog-
nized also to be a grave injustice to the
Mohammedans and Christians constituting
over 80 per cent. of the present populalion
of Palestine to formulale n policy which
involves wresting the politieal eontrol of
Palestine put of the hands of those who
have been settled there for many eenturies.

VI

This opposition erystallized at the time
of the presentation of the Zionists' elaims
before the Peace Conference and while no
official announcement has as wvet been
made, enough has leaked out of the seeret
deliberations to make it quite eertain that
the eonference will proceed cautiously in
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